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NIGERIAN BAR ASSOCIATION — LAGOS BRANCH
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SR eS L)

1.0

11

2.0
2.1

3.0

OPENING PRAYER

The meeting commenced at 1:25pm with an opening prayer led by Tunde Busari
SAN

CHAIRMAN'S OPENING REMARK

The Chairman welcomed members to the monthly meeting of the Branch. He also
recognized the presence of all very senior lawyers and members of the Inner Bar.

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING

6|Page




3.1

4.0

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

The Minutes of the previous monthly general meeting of the Branch held on the R
April, 2018 were considered and the Chairman called for only substantive
corrections to the Minutes. In the absence of any corrections, Mr. Supo Olaibi
moved a motion for the adoption of the Minutes and same was seconded by Mr.
Abioye Akerele.

MATTERS ARISING

Report of the Land Inquiry Committee: Mr. Tunde Busari SAN, the Chairperson of
the Land Inquiry Committee presented the report of the Committee. He started by
restating the terms of reference of the Committee which were to wade into the
problems arising from the purchase of a property at 169 Igbosere Road and the
issues regarding the development of the Lekki land. He stated that the issues with
the Igbosere property had since been concluded last year with the committee
ensuring the refund of 50 Million Naira to the branch.

He further noted that the mandate of the Committee was extended to include
negotiating with the erstwhile developer of the Lekki Land to arrive at a
settlement. He reported that the developer had said that they would only be
willing to relinquish their possession if they were paid the total sum that had been
expended on the land, which according to them amounted to 35 Million Naira.
However, the Committee was able to negotiate the figure downwards to 10 Million
Naira ex gratia payment to be made to the developer.

He added that the letter containing the proposal which is an addendum to the
Supplemental Report had been handed over to the Branch Chairman. He also
mentioned the other members of the committee who he had worked with. They
include Mr. Olumide Akpata, Mr. Alex Muoka, Ms. Geraldine Way, Mazi
Okechukwu Unegbu, Chief Ademola Shadipe and Ms. Marian Jones.

The Chairman thereafter invited comments on the recommendations of the
Committee. Mr. Seth Amaefule expressed gratitude to the members of the
Committee. He added that the Chairperson of the Committee should clarify
whether the architectural drawings, bill of quantities and all other documents are
included in the consideration being given by the developers in exchange for the 10
Million Naira. This was confirmed.

Mr. Omoboriowo stated that the negotiated sum was rather high but that the
explanation from the Chairperson of the Committee showed that it is necessary.
He advised that the agreement should stress that the reason the branch is
conceding such an amount is to prevent any future legal issues arising from the
matter. He moved a motion that the branch should pay the said 10 Million Naira to
the developers. Mr. Rotimi Adeniji seconded the motion.

In the absence of any opposition, the Chairman affirmed the motion and thanked
the members of the Committee for their efforts and service to the Branch.

Purchase of Land for the Branch: The Chairman reminded all that at the last
meeting he had mentioned the offer of a parcel of land at Berkley Street. He also
that G. Elias & Co had been selected to handle the transaction so that the
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Executive Committee would not be directly involved.

4.8 He went on to state that since then, the firm of G. Elias & Co has received title
documents; conducted a search on the property at Alausa and provided the
Executive Committee with a search report. He stated that the only issue
highlighted by the search report is the fact that the present owners of the property
have yet to register their title.

4.9 It was also noted, based on information received from the Agents to the property
that S.P.A. Ajibade & Co. had represented the original owners in the sale
transaction and on reaching out to S.P Ajibade, the Agents’ assertions were
confirmed as they confirmed the validity of the land transaction.

4.10 The Chairman further stated that the company serving as agents of the current
owners was a company called “Misa Properties Limited”, which was headed by the
husband of a member of the Branch. He said that in company of some senior
members of the bar such as Mr. Tola Osobi SAN and Mr. Olumide Akpata, he had
gone to speak with the Managing Director in order to indicate a serious interest in
the parcel of land as well as try to get a reduction in the asking price which is
N55,000,000 (Fifty-five Million Naira).

4.11 He also said that the firm of G.Elias & Co had contracted the services of a valuer
who valued the land at between Fifty and Sixty Million Naira. He mentioned that
despite efforts to have the price of the property reduced through the Agents, the
current owners were insisting on the present price.

4.12 He also mentioned that there seemed to be a serious buyer waiting to step in in
the event that the branch steps away from the deal. However, he said that he had
made it clear to the Agents that he cannot make a decision without hearing from
the members of the branch. He added that the Agents had agreed to a direct
assignment from the current owners, if the branch accepted the terms, to prevent
double payment of consent fees.

4.13 Mr. Muoka commended the Executive Committee on the manner in which the
transaction had been handled thus far. He went on to propose the motion that the
members of the branch give the Chairman the authority to conclude the purchase
of the land at Berkley Road.

4.14 The Chairman also addressed the issue of the unexpired residue on the property.
He stated that the original title was a leasehold, and thus the right of occupancy
would be deemed to have come into effect upon the enactment of the Land Use
Act. Thus, the interest which the branch would have would be 99 (ninety-nine)
years less the number of years it has been since the enactment of the Land Use
Act.

4.15 Mr. Rotimi Adeniji submitted that having seen the land in question, the branch
should purchase it at Fifty Million Naira. His motion was seconded.

4,16 The Chairman told the members that the decision to be made was, “Whether the
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4.17

4.18

Executive Committee should walk away from the transaction if the owners refuse
the price of Fifty Million Naira?”

Mr. Bode Omoboriowo seconded the motion already moved by Mr. Alex Muoka.
He suggested that the Committee negotiate for an amount between Fifty and Fifty-
five Million naira. The Chairman replied by clarifying that the negotiation was being
led by G. Elias & Co and that Tola Osobi SAN and Olumide Akpata were only
brought in because of their relationship with the Misa Properties Limited. Mr.
Omoboriowo then urged that if the price could not be reduced then the present
amount should be agreed to.

Mr. Nwadioke asked if there was a Building Committee in place and suggested that
if such a Committee exists, they should work hand-in-hand with G.Elias & Co to
enable the completion of the transaction. The Chairman explained that there was a
Building Committee which had been set up by the previous administration but by
virtue of the Uniform Bye-Laws, it was dissolved upon the election of a new
Executive Committee. He further stated that he had met with the former Chairman
of the Building Committee, Dr. Wale Babalakin SAN, who indicated that he would
be happy to continue serving as Chairman of same. He added that the Executive
Committee was in the process of reconstituting the Building Committee and in
doing that, more people would be brought in to energise the Committee. He
however added that the building committee was for the building project and not
for the acquisition of the land.

5.0 TREASURER’S MONTHLY REPORT

5.1

5.2

6.0

6.1

The Chairman explained that the members of the Executive Committee spent a lot
of time and effort organizing the Law week which had happened a week before,
and as a result of that, the treasurer was unable to complete the Treasurer’s
Report in time to circulate it to the members ahead of the meeting. He assured all
that the Secretary would circulate the report after the meeting so that members
can make substantive comments which will be taken at the next monthly meeting
inJune.

However, the Treasurer presented her report for the expenses of the branch in the
month of April 2018. She spoke on the salient points of the report which were the
outstanding balances in the Branches’ bank accounts and the expenditures made
by the branch as well as investments made by the Branch within the period.

KNOWLEDGE SHARING SESSION:

The Chairperson of the Continuing Legal Education Committee of the Branch
introduced the guest speaker for the session, Mr. Peter Ogbonine, Director, Legal
Services/General Counsel at Nigeria Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative
(NEITI). His presentation was on the topic, “The role of Lawyers in Advocating for
Transparency in the Extractive Industry”.

6.2 After his presentation, the Chairman called on Paul Usoro SAN to offer his
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appreciation to the speaker on behalf of the Branch. Accordingly, Paul Usoro SAN
thanked Mr. Peter Ogbonine for his desire and passion to offer his time to the Bar in
spite of his health challenge. He encouraged him and thanked him for the
presentation on behalf of the Branch.

7.0 CHIEF OFULUE’S FUNERAL

7.1

The Chairman reminded all that at the last meeting, he had mentioned that
representatives of the branch would attend the burial of the former Chairman. He
said that he had led a delegation to attend the burial in Agbor to the pleasure of
the family, adding that the funeral went well and the family was grateful. The
representatives also presented N100,000.00 to the family as is the practice of the
branch.

8.0 MR. THOMAS OLADOTUN ESQ

8.1

8.2

8.3

The Chairman reminded members that Mr. Oladotun had come, two meetings ago
to give details of his encounter with the Police whereupon the branch decided to
support him financially and file an action on his behalf against the Nigerian Police
Force as well as a petition against the Inspector General of Police.

He explained that the agreed finances had been made available to him and that
the team of lawyers led by his humble self had set about working on the processes
for the matter. He stated that the papers in respect of the matter had been ready
for over seven weeks but that Mr. Oladotun was yet to provide some relevant
documents such as the Doctor’s report and documents evidencing the amount of
money that had been spent.

He said that the members of the team have made incessant efforts to reach Mr.
Oladotun stressing that that it was due to the unavailability of these documents
that the matter has not been filed.

9.0 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

9.1

9.2

9.3

Lady Debbie Obodoukwu noted the need to honour Chief Ofulue posthumously for
his efforts in preventing the Nigerian Law School, Lagos campus from being sold
during the Abacha regime.

The Chairman then gave Chief Zik Obi the floor to speak on the matter given his
deep knowledge of the matter. Chief Zik Obi said that the Law School had done
nothing in recognition of Late Chief Ofulue. He added that during the 50"
Anniversary of the Council of Legal Education, he had contacted the Chairman of
the Council, 0.C.J Okocha, SAN in writing to honour Chief Ofulue for the role he
had played. He added that he got no response apart from the letter of
commendation he got from Dr. Abayomi and stated that he did not know what
Chief Ofulue got.

The Chairman stated that it would have been better if he was recognized during his
lifetime but it was not late. It was resolved that the Branch will write to the Council
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9.4

9.5

9.6

9.7

9.8

9.9

9.10

of Legal education copying the Director General of the Nigerian Law School and the
Body of Benchers on the matter.

Mr. Bode Omoboriowo suggested that the Executive Committee should invite the
Commissioner of Police as well as the person in charge of the Human Rights arm to
address the members during the Knowledge Sharing Session so as to inform the
members on how to avoid police brutality and who to report such cases to.

Chief Emeka Ngige SAN asked whether the Executive Committee was aware of the
attached vehicles and furniture which littered the Court premises and took up
spaces where lawyers should park. He urged that the Branch should take up the
matter with the Chief Judge. Mrs Bumi lbrahim added that the littering of cars in
the premises had also become a safety and security issue and that the matter
should be presented that way to the Chief Judge. The Chairman responded that he
had taken up the matter with the Chief Judge several times.

The issue of the overpricing of search fees in the Search Registry was brought up
again. The Chairman mentioned that the issue had been raised and discussed in
the last meeting where it was decided that the Executive Committee would write
to the Chief Judge concerning the matter. He added that the letter had already
been written and in addition, he had personally visited the archives where he
explained to the persons manning the archives that the form of pricing was
unjustified and improper. He added that if no response was received in the coming
weeks from the Chief Judge, the branch would consider other solutions.

Sixtus Onuka mentioned that in the Minutes of the last meeting, it was concluded
that a legal opinion on the Land Use Charge would be written and made available a
fortnight therefrom. The Chairman clarified that it was intended to be prepared by
the Law Reform Committee and to be sent to the Lagos state House of Assembly
due to the extension of time which the Chairman was given at the Public Hearing
for the Land Use Charge to enable the branch come up with a memorandum. He
added that the Law Reform Committee had since prepared and sent that
document to the Lagos State House of Assembly.

He also stated that the team representing the branch in the case against the Lagos
State Government on the issue of the Land Use Charge had come up with the first
draft of the processes which were currently awaiting review by the Senior Counsel
leading the team.

The Chairman addressed the issue that was raised by Mr. Fernandez Marcus-
Obiene proposed . He stated that many people have told him the date and time of
the meeting is the reason they do not attend as it is inconvenient for them. He
however stated that it would not be easy to change as the new date and time
would be inconvenient for some people as well. He added that if the Executive
Committee sees a reason for a change, they will make a recommendation to the
branch.

Mr. Emeka Nwadioke asked that the memorandum submitted to the Lagos State
House of Assembly be made available to the members for their enlightenment.
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9.11

9.12

Mr. Andrew Negbenebor lamented that the branch members slept during the heat
of the protests concerning the Land Use Charge. He complained that the members
of the Branch were not present for the protests which held the day after the last
meeting.

Mrs. Bumi lIbrahim reminded the Chairman that the branch was promised a table
at the Lagos State House of Assembly to enable members air their views on the law
that the House intended to pass. She suggested that the offer be followed up and
the Chairman agreed that he would revisit the minutes of that meeting and verify
that the offer was still on the table.

9.13 The Chairman announced that the Electoral Committee for the upcoming

9.14

9.15

9.16

9.17

9.18

National NBA Elections has sent word to all branches to send a list of names of
members who have paid their Bar Practicing Fees along with their functioning email
addresses; phone numbers and bank statements showing payments of bar
practicing fees. He also told the members of the Electoral Committee’s requirement
that the branch submit the bank tellers evidencing payment of Bar Practicing Fees.
He explained that he had written a strongly worded email complaining about the
short deadline given and the impractical requests being made in view of the size of
the branch. He said that the Committee had replied by giving an extension till the
11" of May, 2018, adding that a further extension till Wednesday 16th May, 2018
was announced at the NEC Meeting. He went on to say that a good number of
members had yet to submit their email addresses and asked that they do so before
the coming Wednesday after which a list will be collated.

Lady Debby Obodoukwu who commented that the branch had well over 8,000
memberssuggested that the names of members who had paid their branch dues
and Bar Practicing Fees should be sent to the Committee who would cross check
the names and upload them online where members can go and upload their
details.

The Chairman promised that the list of members who had paid their dues would be
sent to the Electoral Committee and he encouraged that as many members as
possible add their details so as to enable them be eligible for voting.

The Chairman was reminded that the Vice Chairman of the Electoral Committee,
Mr. Tunde Busari SAN, was a member of the branch and should be engaged for
clarification. The Chairman said that he had indeed met with Mr. Tunde Busari who
encouraged him to send the email to the Committee stating his reservations.

Mr. Akerele suggested that the branch give the Electoral Committee what it was
requesting for so that as many members as possible would be eligible to vote. The
Chairman added that he and the Secretary would take all necessary steps to ensure
that all members are given notice of the requirements.

Mr. Nwadioke reminded the Chairman that at the last election, only about 4500
members where eligible to vote. He urged the Executive Committee to take a more
proactive stance towards the issue to ensure as many members as possible be
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eligible to vote. The Chairman clarified that the process of accreditation last year
was easier as it did not require telephone numbers and email addresses; therefore
it is imperative that all hands are on deck to make sure the best is done during the
limited time.

10.0 ANNOUNCEMENT

10.1 The Chairman announced Mr. Adewale Adesokan SAN as the generous host for the
meeting. He therefore called on Chief Emeka Ngige SAN to appreciate the sponsor
and Chief Ngige SAN conveyed the deep gratitude of the branch to him.

10.2 The cake for May celebrants was cut and supervised by Lady Debby Obodoukwu.
11.0 CLOSING
11.1 There being no other business, Mrs. Bunmi lbrahim moved the Motion for the

Adjournment of the meeting and Mrs. Tolani Edu seconded same. The meeting was
adjourned, accordingly.

11.2 The meeting ended at 3:45 pm with the closing prayer led by Chief Zik Obi.

Chukwuka Ikwuazom Ikechukwu Uwanna
Chairman Secretary
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